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And it happened that while He was praying alone, the disciples were with Him, and
He questioned them, saying, “Who do the people say that | am?”

They answered and said, “John the Baptist, and others say Elijah; but others, that
one of the prophets of old has risen again.”

And He said to them, “But who do you say that | am?” And Peter answered and
said, “The Christ of God.”

But He warned them and instructed them not to tell this to anyone,

saying, “The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and
chief priests and scribes, and be killed and be raised up on the third day.”

The Question about the

The Question to the

a. Angel

b. Elizabeth

c. Zacharias

d. Angel of the Lord

e. Jesus

Who do you say that he is?
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Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city in Galilee
called Nazareth,

to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the descendants of David;
and the virgin’s name was Mary.

And coming in, he said to her, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.”

But she was very perplexed at this statement, and kept pondering what kind of
salutation this was.

The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; for you have found favor with God.
“And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name
Him Jesus.

“He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will
give Him the throne of His father David;

and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and His kingdom will have no
end.”

Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since | am a virgin?”

The angel answered and said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the
power of the Most High will overshadow you; and for that reason the holy Child
shall be called the Son of God.

Now at this time Mary arose and went in a hurry to the hill country, to a city of
Judah,

and entered the house of Zacharias and greeted Elizabeth.

When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in her womb; and Elizabeth
was filled with the Holy Spirit.

And she cried out with a loud voice and said, “Blessed are you among women, and
blessed is the fruit of your womb!

“And how has it happened to me, that the mother of my Lord would come to me?
“For behold, when the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the baby leaped in
my womb for joy.

“And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what had
been spoken to her by the Lord.”

Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,

For He has visited us and accomplished redemption for His people,
And has raised up a horn of salvation for us

In the house of David His servant—

As He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets from of old—

To give to His people the knowledge of salvation

By the forgiveness of their sins,

Because of the tender mercy of our God,

With which the Sunrise from on high will visit us,

TO SHINE UPON THOSE WHO SIT IN DARKNESS AND THE SHADOW OF DEATH,
To guide our feet into the way of peace.”
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In the same region there were some shepherds staying out in the fields and
keeping watch over their flock by night.
And an angel of the Lord suddenly stood before them, and the glory of the Lord
shone around them; and they were terribly frightened.
But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for behold, | bring you good news of
great joy which will be for all the people;
for today in the city of David there has been born for you a Savior, who is bChrist
the Lord.
“This will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a
manger.”
And suddenly there appeared with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host
praising God and saying,

“Glory to God in the highest,

And on earth peace among men Pwith whom He is pleased.”
When the angels had gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds began
saying to one another, “Let us go straight to Bethlehem then, and see this thing
that has happened which the Lord has made known to us.”
So they came in a hurry and found their way to Mary and Joseph, and the baby as
He lay in the manger.
When they had seen this, they made known the statement which had been told
them about this Child.
And all who heard it wondered at the things which were told them by the
shepherds.
But Mary treasured all these things, pondering them in her heart.
The shepherds went back, glorifying and praising God for all that they had heard
and seen, just as had been told them.

Seeing their faith, He said, “Friend, your sins are forgiven you.”

The scribes and the Pharisees began to reason, saying, “Who is this man who
speaks blasphemies? Who can forgive sins, but God alone?”

But Jesus, aware of their reasonings, answered and said to them, “Why are you
reasoning in your hearts?

“Which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins have been forgiven you,” or to say, ‘Get up and
walk’?

“But, so that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive
sins,” —He said to the paralytic—*“I say to you, get up, and pick up your stretcher
and go home.”

Immediately he got up before them, and picked up what he had been lying on, and
went home glorifying God.
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